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OHAPTER 184. 

PIXD1'G COllPBNBApON OP CLEBXS, AUDITOBS AND TBEASUBBB8 OJ!' 
COUNTIB8. 

Sab. S .... 11 .AN ACT to Reveal Sections 8784, 87981 and 8798 of the Code, and ~ 
IIUIlfO. tion 8, Chapter 122, Laws of Seventeenth General Assembly, and 

Enacting Substitutes Therefor, Relating to Salaries of Clerk of 
Didtrict and Circuit Courts. County Treasurer and County Audi­
tor, and Defining Certain of their Duties. 

Be it enacf.ed by tke General Assembly of the State of iowa: 
Code,' I'l8& 1'8 SEOTION 1. 0 That 0 sectio~ 37~ of the Code be and the same 
=~ is hereby repealed. and the followir:tg enacted in lieu thereof: o. 
eaacted. SEC. 3784. The total amount of compensation of such clerk, 
~;~=~~ for all official services, shall not exceed the sum of eleven hun­
HecI. dred dollars per annum, in counties having a population not 

exceeding ten thousand; the sum of thirteen hundred dollars per 
annum in counties having a population in excess of ten thousand 
but not exceeding twenty thousand; nor the sum o£ fifteen hun­
dred dollars per annum in counties having a population in excess 

lIz_ of f_ of twenty thousand but not exceeding ,thirty thousand. H the 
pUdlDtotz.l. fees collected by the clerkin any county, in anyone lear, shall 
tU'J'. exceed the sums afore stated, tlie excess shall be pai into the 

county treasury for the use of the county fund. In case the 
aggregate amount of fees so received by the clerk in anyone 
year is less than the limit of his compensation as herein fixed; 
and such amou~t is deemed inadequate com~nsation by the 
board of supervisors, they may allow such additional amount 
as they may deem just and proper, within the limits herein 
prescribed. When, in the judgment of the board of super­
visors, it is necessary to the proper discharge of the duties of 
the office, said board may, upon application of the clerk, au-

1Imp1oJc1epaQ-. thorize said clerk to employ a_deputy or clerk, at a sal~ not. 
exceeding the rate of six hundred aoUars per annum for the 

ProYlIO: eOaD· time actually employed: Prooided, that in counties having a 
:'8IO:~~ population in excess of thirty thousand, but not to exceed 
~... forty thousand the board of supervisors may allow such com-

pensatiQn to the clerk, deputy and clerks, as they may deem 
lust and proper, but that the 8um total of such compensation 
allowed shall not exceed twenty-five hundred dollars; and, Pro-

Promo: COUD- fJided, further, that in counties having a population in ex~ 
~~O:l:!':.~ of foro/ thousand, the board of supervisors ma.y allow such com~ 
talit.. pensation to the said clerk deputy and clerks, as they may d~m 

o' just and proper, but that the total compensation shall not exceed 
l'roYlIO: III 1'80 thirty-five hundred dollars: Provided, further, that in any county 
~~ t:: having ~ population of over thirty thousand· and under forty 
Judtolal diatriDt. thousand, and which is within °a judicial district in whil:h th 
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circuit has been divided, the board of supervisors if they find it 
necessary, may employ an additional deputy or clerk, for duties 
in connection' with the probate records, at a compensation not 
exceeding 1600 per annum: Provided, further, that in each Promo: lwo 

county havin~ two county seats, the compensation of clerk of ooant7 ...... 
courts, including the amount paid his deputies and clerks, shall 
not exceed three thousand dollars in anyone year. Any excess 
of fees collected to be paid into the county treasury, as above . 
provided. 

SEC. 2. That section 3793 of the Code, and section 3, chapter ~1~'l :P. 
12~,-laW8 of the seventeenth general assembly, be and the same 122 i'l'th G. A. 

are hereby repealed, and the following enacted in lieu thereof: =~ aD.!. 
SEC. 3793. Each county treasurer shall receive for his ~rvices actecr. ' 

the following compensation: . ~=::- . 
. Three-fourths . of one per ,cent of all money collected by limited. 

him as taxes due any incorporated city or town, to be paid out of, 
the same. 

2. Three per cent of all taxes collected by him for all other 
tax funds, to be paid out of the county treasury. 

3. For each certificate of purchase issued for land sold for' 
non-p~ment of taxes,. twenty cents. . 
,4. ~~or paying money into the state treasury, when required 
by law, or the auditor of state, such compensation as the board 
of supervisors shall. allow, not exceeding one-fourth of one ~r> 
cent on the amount so paid, which allowance shall be paid by the, 
county. , ,:., ... " '.'" 

5. When the aggregate amount of compensation allowed by 
this and ~he next ~ction exceeds twelve hundt'eddollars~ ~ any 
one year'ill countIes where taxes are collected by townshIp col­
lectors, or fifteen hundred dolTlmliI'f coun'ties having no township 
collectors, the excess shall be paid into the county treasury, but 
when, in the judgment of the bQard. of supervisors, it is neces­
sary for the proper discharge of the duties of the office, said 
board may, upon application. of the treasurer, authorize said 
treasurer to employ,a deputy or clerk, at .a.salar:v not exceeding 
the rate of six hundred dollars per annum for trie time actually 
employed: Prooided, That in counties where population '~00It ... ; .-;' 
fiot exceed ten thousand, the salary shall not exceed thirteen hun-
dred. dollars in any case, and the board shall not allow to exCeed 
three hundred. dollars clerk hire in such coqnties: and,.PrOfJided, ~~ CODD­

That in counties having more than thirty thousand population, U::n '4AJ.;:ON 
the board. of supervisors may ~t such additional compensation ~ltaDta. ,­

for treasurer, deputy, or clerk hire as they may deem just and . 

pro~. 3. That IIection 3798 0; the Code be, and the s~e is Ood~.~8'1984 ' 

hereby, repealed and the ~ollowing e~acted in lieu t~el'e9~: :Ctule aD 

. SEC; 3798. The tota] compensation of the auditor ill any eDaoIe4. 
one year shall not exceed the sum of twelve hundred dollars. ~;:=t!;U­
inclUsive of fees; but when, in the judgr.nent of the board of 1ImI&e4. :. 
supervisorS, it is necessary for the proper discharge of the duties . . .. 
of the office, said board. may, upon application of the auditor, 
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authorize said auditor to employ a depllty or clerk at a salary not.· 
Promo; 0011II. exceeding the rate of six hunched dollars per annum: Provided~ 
~o~~re That in counties of more than twenty-five thousand population, 
tDbabHaDta. the board of supervisors may grant such additional compensation 

to the auditor, deputy, or clerks, as they deem it just and proper. 
:r.. __ to SEC. 4. It shall be the duty of the board of supervisors, in = fixing the compensation of the officers as provided in thiS act, to 

take the latest state or national official census, as their guide in 
so doing. 

Baoh ~ SEC. 5. It is hereby made the duty of the countr auditor, the 
~ =? county treasurer and the clerk of the district and cll'Cuit courts~ 
:::: in each county of the state to keep a complete and accurate ae-

on. count of all the fees charged and collected by them as now 
provided by law; which accouilt shall be made and kept as a per­
manent record of the office; and it is hereby made the further 
duty of each of the officers therein specified, to make a report of 
such fees to the board of supervisors, at each regular session of 

Tmaec1. said board, verified by oath or affirmation, a summary of which 
shall be spread !lpon the minutes of said board and made a part. 
of the record. H any officers shall negleCt or refuse to make such 
report, as required by this section, it shall be the duty of the 

BouIl to __ board to employ an expert to examine the books, pa~rs, and ac­f:7.=: counts of such officer, and to make such report, the expense 
_tonpon. therefor beinf{ charged to the delinquent officer, and collectable 

upon his official bond. 
Approved, March 97, 1880. 

CHAPTER 185. 

AN' ACT to BegtJ.late and Limit the Amount of Attome~' Fees that 
May be Taxed in Suits on Writteu Contracts Sttpul8.tlng for At-
torneys' Fees in Certain Cases. . 

Be it enacted by tke General Assembly of tke State of Iowa: 
.o~f.. SeroN 1. In any action upon a written contract for the 
tIIaD~reecrlbe4 payment of money, made after the taking effect of this ~t, in 
,~ aou..:!s.. ahall which it is an agreement to pay an attorney's or collection fee. 

no greater recovery for attorneys' fee shall be had against the 
maker of such contract than is provided for in section two hereo~ 
anything in said contract contained to the contrary notwith­
standing. 

LImlllq f_ SEC. 9. When Judgment is recovered on a written contract, 
- aontnot. mad.e ~r the takmg effect of this act, containing an agreement 

to pay an attorney's fee, there shall be an attorney's fee allowed 
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